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P r i n c i p a l 's  M es s a ge  
We’ve all heard the quote… you know the one from Thomas Edison about how many times
he failed before he created the light bulb. He casually drops that line explaining how he
didn’t fail; he just found a million ways not to make a light bulb. Let’s not beat around the
bush. It’s important that students get wrong answers. It’s important that they know that
an incorrect answer can be fixed. Having a wrong answer is not a dead end; a wrong
answer is a speed bump on the path to the right one. Here’s another quote for you, said by
Franklin Roosevelt, “A smooth sea never made a skilled sailor.” If this is true, we must
accustom our classrooms to these rough seas.

Now that we see the issue, how do we fix it? Let’s start with using ourselves as guinea pigs.
Change has to start somewhere. Let’s start with US. We want to identify some behaviors
that might be sending the wrong signals. Below you will find some reflective questions.
These questions are not meant to be hostile, like the default ringtone on an iPhone alarm,
but rather warm and inviting, like the “Hot Now” sign at a Donut Shop drive-thru. (1.) Is
being wrong acceptable in your classroom? (2.) What is your tone of voice when a student
gives the wrong answer? Is it sassy with an undertone of grrr? Or is it understanding with a
hint of curiosity? (3). Do you ever try and make sense of their thought processes? Or do
you immediately say BYE FELECIA and move on. (4.) Do you compliment hard work and
grit or do you only reward one shot thinkers who get it right on the first try? (5.) When
your students give an incorrect answer, do they ever ask why it was wrong? Do they
openly explain to you how they derived their answer so they can see the errors of their
logic? Or do they give up and stop trying? This “wrong thing” is a work in progress. And the
grace we foster in the classroom must first be extended to ourselves. Are you okay with
being wrong? Identify some of the behaviors that might be sending the wrong signals and
work towards making them better. Growth mindset starts with you.

My week started off with a lesson observation in our extended RSP
classroom. Mr. Arenas had his students engaged by partner talking, working
with their table groups and applying TPR to their learning. What really
fascinated me, is seeing how easy it was for students to participate and
find partners to recite what a verb, noun and adjective is. It’s amazing to see
our neediest students being prepared and truly loving learning when they
enter Mr. Arenas’ classroom. He has truly provided an environment where
students feel safe, welcome and accepted. A BIG THANK YOU to Mr. Arenas
and his aides, for always being willing to learn new strategies and apply them
to your instruction immediately.
 
 
Being away from home and work is difficult, but it is worth it when I sit
here with my CALLI team discussing next steps for our elementary school
sites. These last two days helped us focus our attention to the next steps to
achieve our ultimate goal of having 82% of 2nd grade students reading at
grade level as measured by the BAS. Problem solving and collaborating with
all the professionals in the room really helped us brainstorm and solidify our
plan for student achievement. Can’t wait to go back and share out all our
findings with our leadership team and make a plan to roll this out to our
staff.
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 Coaching Archives

As we get closer to CAASPP, I want to remind everyone of the importance of practicing
math fluency DAILY in the classroom. Fluency practice can be a great focus to a
number talk, a smooth transition to launching a lesson, or just taking a few minutes to
skip count while singing in song. We have spent a great deal of time and energy as a
school to promote this message to students and parents in 3rd through 5th grade. Our
promise as teachers, is that no student will promote to El Monte without knowing their
basic math facts. With this being said, I recently read an article in National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), stating that fact fluency is gained through
significant practice, with mastery of basic math facts being the goal of both teachers
and parents. Through repeated exposures with a fact, the brain establishes a memory
relationship with the fact, leading to automatic retrieval. When students do not
practice their basic math facts there can be long term repercussions. For example,
research published by NCTM states that students who cannot retrieve basic facts
easily get lost and often cannot follow the logic of an explanation given by the teacher
or a peer when the problems are embedded within more complex mathematic
operations, such as simple algebra or long division. So let’s make sure to set time
aside DAILY to practice math fact fluency and let’s keep our promise to our students! -
Ana

  
 
 

Cutler-Orosi
2nd Annual Spelling Bee

Today Palm School hosted the district Spelling
Bee! Students from Cutler, Golden Valley and
Palm came to compete against each other. It
was evident that all of the students had
worked hard to get to the Spelling Bee. They
were very focused throughout the Spelling
Bee, doing their very best! Two of our very
own Palm School students made it in the top
three!! Way to go to all of the students and
staff from each school site that participated in
this event today!! 

  

Congratulations to the 3 winners!
 

1st place- Michelle (Palm)
2nd place- Rodrigo (Palm)

3rd place-Jose (Cutler)

COLLEGE & CAREER NEWS 
 THE COLLEGE LETTER OF THE WEEK IS "T"

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you're having a hard time understanding or learning a particular subject, such as math, a tutor can help
you learn. Each university or college has their own tutoring services where you can go request a tutor.
Tutoring services offered by the school are usually free. If you excel in a subject, you can work as a tutor,
make extra money, while helping others do well in their classes. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T is for Tutors!

The College of the day is California State University Stanislaus!
CSU Stanislaus is a campus in the 23-school California State University system which was established in 1957. It is located
in the city of Turlock, California. CSU Stanislaus serves a diverse student body of more than 9,000 students at two locations
in the Central Valley. It is widely recognized for its dedicated faculty and high-quality academic programs. The University
offers more than 100 majors, minors and areas of concentration, along with 24 master's degree programs and a doctorate in
educational leadership.
 
Stanislaus State is comprised of four colleges offering 42 undergraduate major programs, 17 undergraduate minor programs,
23 master's programs, one doctoral program, and seven teaching credential programs. Students are encouraged to take
courses to give them a broad understanding of the liberal arts and sciences in their first two years so they can make an
informed choice of specialization. Be a WARRIOR and attend CSU Stanislaus!

  
 
 

Career News!! 
 MAKEUP ARTIST

  

A makeup artist is an artist who uses cosmetic
techniques to create beauty upon the human body.
It enhances a person's appearance, bringing out
color and hiding flaws using cosmetic products.
Makeup artists apply makeup for theatrical
performances, television shows, movies, fashion,
magazines, photography, and other similar
productions, including the modeling industry. The
makeup artist knows how to make people look at
their best. They also create characters for roles or
performances, for example, making an actor or
performer look old for a character in a movie or
theatre, or making older actors look younger.
 
 
The qualities of an excellent makeup artist includes:
great customer service, creativity, self-motivation,
good time management, knowledge of art and
design, great listener, comfortable making
recommendations and offering feedback to their
clients. To become a certified makeup artist, you
need to earn a license specializing in the area, or
you may need a full cosmetology certification. To
earn the most money, you will need to get advanced
training in makeup artistry which can take two or
more years. The more education and training you
acquire, the more money you will earn. Keeping a
portfolio of your work is a great idea for career
opportunities.

Shout Outs

Shout out to Mrs. Lopez & Mrs. Ruiz for coming into my classroom and working with our math students!
 
Shout out to Melissa Knudsen and Patti Puentes, THANK YOU SO MUCH for taking care of my class while I
was out! I appreciate you both so much!
Thank you!
 
I would love to give a huge shout out to Mrs. Cerda for her coaching cycle. She has come into my room and
worked her magic on my students with their opinion writing. My class is doing great with their writing due to
her helping me be a better teacher. Thank You to Mrs. Cerda for all her help and time!
 
Shout out to Mrs. Lesso for helping out with El Academy and subbing for Mrs. Puentes.
 
Shout out to the campus security staff for planning and helping roll out our new PBIS incentive for grade levels
during lunch time.  Thank you for your input and ensuring that we have smooth transitions during lunch.  
 
Shout out to Mr. Arenas for always seeking new strategies to use in his classroom and implementing them right
away.
 
Shout out Karina, Florencia and Nora (Spelling Bee Coaches) for preparing our students for the spelling bee.
 
Shout out to Cynthia Ruiz for volunteering her time and working with 4th & 5th graders on CAASPP practice
and math fluency.
 
A big big shout out to Mrs. Vasquez, Mrs. Rodriguez, Mrs. Gonzalez, Mrs. Andrade, and all our Spelling Bee
Coaches for their work in preparing our students for our 2nd annual spelling bee competition this morning. We
had 28 anxious and nervous students that competed this morning. Out students and coaches did an amazing
job. Thank you.
 
 

 
H av e  a  g r e a t  w e e k e n d ! !

 

Mrs. Castillo

Upcoming Events
Monday, January 28

 
]Tuesday, January 29

 
Wednesday, January 30

Superhero Day
 

Thursday, January 31
 

Friday, February 1
100th Day of School Celebration TK1-1st

Spirit Day
 


